
Missouri I-70 Tolling Hearing on Jan. 17
The Missouri State House of Representatives Joint Committee on Transportation Oversight is scheduled to hold a public hearing Jan. 17, at 1 p.m. to discuss placing tolls on the 250 mile stretch of Interstate 70 between St. Louis and Kansas City as a means of raising money for interstate maintenance and improvements. In addition to privatizing the road and charging tolls, the state also is considering temporarily increasing the state sales tax and directing those funds to highways, or raising the state fuel tax, which is 17 cents a gallon. The Missouri Department of Transportation estimates the cost to rebuild I-70 will range between $2 billion and $4 billion.  
NATSO, the national association representing truckstops and travel plazas and a member of the Partnership to Save Highway Communities, strongly opposes placing tolls on I-70 and encourages members to join in opposing the proposal. Tolling interstates will negatively affect businesses located at exits that market to highway traffic. In addition to making transportation costs higher for the trucking industry, tolls divert traffic onto secondary roads and make it less attractive for highway users to exit the interstate.  
The hearing will be held in House Hearing Room 3 of the state capitol in Jefferson City.
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